Legal implications of an EGEA approval label for MAC Equipment.
EGEA WG 9 has worked on an equipment specification to set a state of the art, industry acceptable, performance for AC Servicing of AC systems filled with HFO1234yf. The refrigerant HFO1234yf has been adopted by vehicle manufacturers to comply with the Directive 2006/40, requiring the use of a refrigerant with a GWP (Global Warming Potential) lower than 150, in mobile air conditioning systems within Europe.

There is no publicly available European specification for the servicing equipment at present. Due to the nature of HFO1234yf there is a need for a specification to ensure that any equipment used is safe, efficient and ensures that any environmental impact is limited.
WG 9 members (list attached) are all experts in the field of AC service equipment design and manufacture and have collaborated in the production of the specification. The group made a decision that the specification requires credibility if it is to be adopted within the EU market and that culminated in the request of the EGEA board to approve the use of an EGEA label for AC equipment manufacturers complying with the specification.

The group has considered the process for attaining such a label (process document attached) and is of the opinion that EGEA has very limited legal liability due to the following.

1. Use of the specification is voluntary.

2. The specification references existing EU regulations for all aspects of safety.
3. The following extracts from the specification document (attached)

3.1. Compliance to the EGEA specification (functional performance, reliability, design issues, etc.) shall be checked and properly documented by a Notified Body that can also evaluate the conformity to PED (Pressure Equipment Directive) 97/23/EC; required tests can be performed at any location, either at the equipment manufacturer's facility or other laboratory.

3.2. The service unit must comply with the specific national laws and legal provisions and requirements. These can also comprise regulations about the handling of refrigerants and their respective storage bottles. The service unit, including all of its respective equipment and related documentation, must meet the legal regulations, ordinances, prescriptions and directives valid in the respective country at the moment of ordering. The manufacturer must provide to the independent and accredited test institute documented evidence of the product's compliance with all the legal provisions of the EU valid for this kind of product.

4. The specification deals mainly with performance aspects and references existing standards and regulation that would be applicable to any other specification of this nature.
The success of the specification is dependent on the EGEA Board endorsing the specification and if so would lead to establishing EGEA as THE European benchmark for equipment specifications.

